










 

               
         

                  
               

                 
                

   

                
                 

             
              

              
              

              
            

        

        

 

   

 
    
    

      
         

       
        













 
              

                  

                   

                 

                 

         

                

            

                

                 

                     

               

             

                  

             

             

               

                

             

                 

                

               

                   

                

                    

               

                  

                  

                    

                 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
   

 

                  
               

                  
                 

              
                  

               
              

     

           
                   

                  
                 

             
             

                    
                  

                       
                    

                  
                

                   
                   

                  
                

 

                 
                  

                 
                 

                   
               

                 
                    

                  
                  

              
                

             
               

                
            

                   
                
                   

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 





   
  

              
                

         

                 
                 

                  
               
           

                  
               
              

                  
             
       

                
      

       

           
                    

          

                
            

                 
         

      

                
           

               
       

    

             
            

 

 
 

 
 
 



   
  

              
               

               
             

            
                 

              
                

                
   

    

              
             

              
                   

             
              

            

                  
                   

          

    

                  
                

                  
              

                

                 
               

 

               
          

               
            

              

 

 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

   
  

               
  

 

     

 
   

  

  

      
      
        

     
     

         

          
            

 
 
 
   
 

 
 



 

  
     

  

 
      

  
      

     

   

   

   

 

 

   
   

          

    

  

  

         
        

 
 

 
   

  

 

 

 





























 

  

   

   

              
           

           
      

           
 

         
       

           
  

    

 

            
          

     

	     

         

                    

                    

                           

  

        

                 

       

                    

                        

                       

       
                 

                       

                       

                     



 	

  

  

  

































Mon Mar 27 10:34:07 EDT 2017 
Hope.Brian@epamail.epa.gov 
FW: SunCycle - Solar Power Technology 
To: CMS.OEX@epamail.epa.gov 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

From: Wouter Keij [mailto:
Sent: Monday, March 27, 2017 6:16 AM
To: Pruitt, Scott <Pruitt.Scott@epa.gov>
Subject: SunCycle - Solar Power Technology

 

Dear Mr. Pruitt,

In view of your adminstrations  ambitions to produce more power local we would like to advise you about our NREL
recognised High Concentrated Solar (HCPVT) technology.

Our technology is designed to be produced and used local.

It brings employment and economic value to your nation and people and limits imports.

We use solar cells from space aviation and recycled plastic.

The CAPEX and cost of ownership are low.

A data sheet is attached to this mail for your reference.

Your adminstrations advice will be appreciated.

Best regards

Wouter Keij

 

Wouter Keij

Business Development Manager

+31(0)6 322 732 90

Meerenakkerplein 9

5652BJ Eindhoven

The Netherlands

 

Directions: when driving from the N2 exit 31 please take the parallel road after the crossing with the Dillenburgstraat. Our office is at the top floor of the last
building at your right. Free parking in front of our building.

 

www.suncycle.nl

 

This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you have received this email in error please notify the
system manager. This message contains confidential information and is intended only for the individual named. If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-
mail. Please notify the sender immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail from your system. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that
disclosing, copying, distr buting or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this information is strictly prohibited.

 

(b) (6)









Date: Mon Mar 27 10:35:54 EDT 2017

From: Hope.Brian@epamail.epa.gov

To: CMS.OEX@epamail.epa.gov

Subject: FW: Colorado Smelter Super Fund. In Region 8

_________________________________________________________________________________________

 

 

 

-----Original Message-----

From: Willie Martin [mailto:

Sent: Sunday, March 26, 2017 6:44 PM

To: Pruitt, Scott <Pruitt.Scott@epa.gov>

Subject: Colorado Smelter Super Fund. In Region 8

 

Mr. Pruitt,

     

      Hello, I'm writing you today concerning  the Colorado Smelter project in Pueblo Colorado.  I recently spoke with representatives who

explained that they are cleaning the insides of houses in the area to rid them of lead and arsenic.  When asked if this will completely rid my home

of lead and arsenic their answer was no.  They are only trying to reduce the amount of exposure by cleaning the insides. Further I asked why

clean the insides and leave the outsides on touched?  As the contaminates are carried from the outside in. Their answer was I'm not sure, and

yes this is somewhat of the reverse way of doing this, I was then advised that most of my questions should be put towards other individuals in the

EPA.  My question to you sir, is why is the EPA investing money into sort term band-aids, when the focus should be on removing the

contamination completely?

 

Thank you for your time,

Willie Martin

 

Sent from my iPad

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

















 





               
              

             
            

       
             

                
      

               

 

              
                
               

            

             
                

                
                  

         

              

 

  
   

    
   
   

   

      







  

                 

                     

                 

                     

                     

                

                         
     

                        

                     

                    
                  
                   

                     

                  

  

                     

                  

                   

                  

                      

    

                    

                  

                       

                    

                         
                      

                     

                  

                   

         

                  

                      

                      

                   

                     

                   

                    











 





  

      

   

    
    

     
  
    

    

   

             
          

           
  

           
               

       

   

    
              







  
   

   

   

   
   

  
    

    

  

           
          

       
         

   

   

  

             



   

    
    

   
   

  

          
        
           

         

   

   

    
              



  
   

   

   

      
  
    

   

  

           
          

       
         

   

   

  

             





  

    

    

    
     

    
  

   

  

              
            

            

   

   

    
              



Mon Mar 27 13:14:43 EDT 2017 
Hope.Brian@epamail.epa.gov 
FW: Request for Stay 
To: CMS.OEX@epamail.epa.gov 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

DRF

 

From: Matthew Hite [mailto:mhite@gpaglobal.org]
Sent: Monday, March 27, 2017 11:19 AM
To: Pruitt, Scott <Pruitt.Scott@epa.gov>
Subject: Request for Stay

 

Dear Administrator Pruitt,

 

I wanted to email you a copy of a letter we just mailed you requesting a stay for EPA’s Final Rule entitled Oil and Natural Gas Sector:
Emission Standards for New, Modified, and Reconstructed Sources.  Thank you for your consideration of our request.

 

Take care,

 

Matt

 

Matthew Hite

Vice President of Government Affairs

GPA Midstream Association

229 ½ Pennsylvania Avenue, SE

Washington, DC 20003

(202) 279-1664

mhite@GPAglobal.org

 

GPA Midstream Association Headquarters

Sixty Sixty American Plaza, Suite 700

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74135

www.GPAglobal.org

 



 

 

 

GPA Midstream Association 

Sixty Sixty American Plaza, Suite 700 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74135 

 (918) 493-3872  

 

 

 

March 24, 2017 

 

Via first class mail and email 

 

Administrator Scott Pruitt 

Office of the Administrator 

Environmental Protection Agency 

William Jefferson Clinton Building 

Mail Code 1101A 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave NW, 

Washington DC  20004 

Re: Supplemental Request for Stay of EPA’s Final Rule entitled Oil and Natural Gas 

Sector:  Emission Standards for New, Modified, and Reconstructed Sources, 81 Fed. 

Reg. 35,824 (June 3, 2016) (Docket No. EPA-HQ-OAR-2010-0505) 

Dear Administrator Pruitt,  

GPA Midstream Association (“GPA Midstream”) respectfully requests that the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency (“EPA”) stay indefinitely the fugitive emissions requirements 

in EPA’s Final Rule entitled Oil and Natural Gas Sector:  Emission Standards for New, 

Modified, and Reconstructed Sources, 81 Fed. Reg. 35,824 (June 3, 2016) (the “Final Rule”).  

More specifically, GPA Midstream requests that all aspects of the Final Rule for compressor 

stations
1
 and well sites

2
 related to fugitive emissions standards, notifications, recordkeeping, and 

reporting be stayed pending administrative reconsideration and judicial review of the Final Rule.  

GPA Midstream has petitioned for administrative reconsideration and for judicial review of the 

Final Rule.  While those petitions are pending before EPA and the courts, justice requires EPA to 

stay these requirements.  A stay will ensure that GPA Midstream’s members will not be forced to 

unnecessarily invest substantial resources to comply with fugitive emissions requirements that 

ultimately may be reversed or revised after reconsideration by the agency or through judicial 

review.  Moreover, the new Administration has directed all agencies to consider ways to reduce 

unnecessary regulation,
3
 and EPA’s new leadership is already reassessing a range of regulations 

                                                 
1
 See 60.5365a(j) 

2
 See 60.5365a(i) 

3
 Presidential Executive Order on Reducing Regulation and Controlling Regulatory Costs (Jan. 30, 2017), available 

at https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/01/30/presidential-executive-order-reducing-regulation-and-

controlling; Presidential Executive Order on Enforcing the Regulatory Reform Agenda (Feb. 24, 2017), available at 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/02/24/presidential-executive-order-enforcing-regulatory-reform-

agenda. 
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GPA Midstream Association 

Sixty Sixty American Plaza, Suite 700 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74135 

 (918) 493-3872 
 

issued under the previous administration that substantially burden the energy sector.
4
  Justice 

requires the agency to pause the implementation of this burdensome monitoring requirement to 

allow that regulatory review to be completed, particularly in light of the GPA Midstream’s 

pending petitions.    

GPA Midstream has served the U.S. energy industry since 1921 as an incorporated non-

profit trade association. GPA Midstream is composed of nearly 100 corporate members of all 

sizes that are engaged in the gathering and processing of natural gas into merchantable pipeline 

gas, commonly referred to in the industry as “midstream activities.” Such processing includes the 

removal of impurities from the raw gas stream produced at the wellhead, as well as the extraction 

for sale of natural gas liquid products (“NGLs”) such as ethane, propane, butane and natural 

gasoline. GPA Midstream members account for more than 90 percent of the NGLs produced in 

the United States from natural gas processing.  GPA Midstream’s members also operate 

hundreds of thousands of miles of domestic gas gathering lines and are involved with storing, 

transporting, and marketing natural gas and NGLs. 

Introduction 

GPA Midstream has a long history of working collaboratively with state and federal 

regulators to identify commonsense solutions on a wide range of regulatory issues—including 

many environmental issues.  GPA Midstream hopes to continue that collaborative working 

relationship with EPA through this rulemaking and reconsideration process.  As part of that 

collaborative relationship, GPA Midstream provided extensive comments on EPA’s proposed 

rule (Attachments A and B) and has actively engaged with EPA since the Final Rule was issued.  

Specifically, GPA Midstream submitted to EPA an administrative petition for reconsideration 

and request for stay of the Final Rule (Attachment C) that identified several legal and technical 

flaws with the Final Rule that needed to be corrected and explained how GPA Midstream’s 

members would be harmed if the Final Rule were not stayed during EPA’s reconsideration 

process.  In addition, GPA Midstream filed a petition for judicial review of the Final Rule.  See 

GPA Midstream Association v. EPA, D.C. Cir. Case No. 16-1267 (consolidated under Case No. 

16-1242).  Because the June 3, 2017 deadline to comply with the Final Rule’s fugitive emissions 

requirements at well sites and compressor stations is fast approaching, GPA Midstream is 

renewing its request that EPA stay the effective date of that portion of the Final Rule. 

Standard for Staying the Effective Date of a Final Rule 

                                                 
4
 Presidential Executive Order on Restoring the Rule of Law, Federalism, and Economic Growth by Reviewing the 

“Waters of the United States” Rule (Feb. 28, 2017), available at https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-

office/2017/02/28/presidential-executive-order-restoring-rule-law-federalism-and-economic; Federal Appellants 

Motion to Continue Argument and Hold Case in Abeyance Pending Administrative Action; State of Wyoming v. 

EPA, 10
th

 Cir. Case No. 16-8068 (Mar. 15, 2017) (stating Department of Interior’s intent to rescind regulations 

related to hydraulic fracturing on public lands). 
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GPA Midstream Association 

Sixty Sixty American Plaza, Suite 700 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74135 

 (918) 493-3872 
 

Both Section 705 of the Administrative Procedure Act (“APA”) and Section 307(d)(7)(B) 

of the Clean Air Act authorize EPA to stay the effective date of a final rule.  Under the APA, 

“[w]hen any agency finds that justice so requires, it may postpone the effective date of the action 

taken by it, pending judicial review.”  5 U.S.C. § 705.  EPA has applied this standard to Clean 

Air Act cases.
5
  The standard for an administrative stay is significantly different from the 

standard for a stay used by the courts because it does not require a demonstration of irreparable 

harm.  This is clear from the text of the APA: 

When an agency finds that justice so requires, it may postpone the 

effective date of action taken by it, pending judicial review.  On 

such conditions as may be required and to the extent necessary to 

prevent irreparable injury, the reviewing court . . . may issue all 

necessary and appropriate process to postpone the effective date of 

an agency action or to preserve the status or rights pending 

conclusion of the review proceedings.   

Id.  Thus, the APA deliberately contrasts what is required for an administrative stay—“justice so 

requires”—and a judicial stay—“conditions as may be required” and “irreparable harm.”  

Similarly, Section 307(d)(7)(B) of the Clean Air Act also authorizes an administrative stay 

pending reconsideration, but does not premise that stay on a finding of irreparable injury.  42 

U.S.C. § 7607(d)(7)(B) (granting EPA authority to stay the effectiveness of a rule during 

reconsideration).  Such differences must be given effect,
6
 so there is no irreparable harm 

requirement for an administrative stay.  As described below, both standards are met here. 

Justice Requires that EPA Stay the Effective Date  

of the Fugitive Emissions Requirements in the Final Rule 

In comments on the proposed rule and in administrative petitions for reconsideration 

GPA Midstream and other interested parties identified significant legal failings and technical 

flaws with the Final Rule.  Specifically, GPA Midstream and other parties have articulated why, 

as a matter of law, EPA lacks authority to issue the Final Rule in its entirety, including (1) EPA 

lacks authority to regulate methane emissions under the CAA because it failed to make an 

endangerment finding with respect to the oil and natural gas source category in order to establish 

standards of performance for methane emissions from those sources; (2) EPA unlawfully used—

                                                 
5
 See, e.g., Reconsideration of the Prevention of Significant Deterioration and Nonattainment New Source Review: 

Aggregation, 75 Fed. Reg. 27,643 (May 18, 2010); Ohio: Approval and Promulgation of Implementation Plans, 46 

Fed. Reg. 8,581, 8,582 n.1 (Jan. 27, 1981). 

6
 “[W]here Congress includes particular language in one section of a statute but omits it in another section of the 

same Act, it is generally presumed that Congress acts intentionally and purposely in the disparate inclusion or 

exclusion.”  Russello v. United States, 464 U.S. 16, 23 (1983) (quotation marks and citations omitted; alteration in 

original). 
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and relied on—the “White Paper” process in promulgating the Rule; and (3) EPA unlawfully 

expanded the scope of the oil and gas source category.   

Further, beyond EPA’s authority to issue the Final Rule, the comments/petitions explain 

in detail legal and technical flaws related specifically to EPA’s fugitive emissions monitoring 

requirements.  These issues, in particular require that EPA stay the effective date of the fugitive 

emissions requirements pending EPA reconsideration and/or judicial review.  Specifically: 

 EPA’s unlawfully broad definition of well sites requires fugitive emissions monitoring 

for co-located midstream assets.  By defining “well site” too broadly, EPA has created a 

risk that midstream assets co-located at well pads may become subject to well site 

fugitive emissions program.  Midstream operators are legally distinct from upstream 

producers and it is unlawful for EPA to define well site in a manner that incorporates 

unrelated midstream assets.  Moreover, as GPA Midstream has explained in comments to 

EPA, it is not cost effective to conduct fugitive emissions monitoring for the limited 

number of midstream assets co-located at well site. 

 EPA’s expansion of the triggering events for repairing leaking equipment Delay of 

Repair lists is unlawful, arbitrary, and capricious.  In the Final Rule, EPA expanded the 

triggering events for delayed repair of leaking equipment to include unscheduled and 

emergency vent blowdowns and compressor station shutdowns.  These requirements 

ignore the remote and unmanned nature of many compressor stations and create the risk 

of long-term shutdowns that will disrupt the flow of natural gas until personnel and 

equipment can be mobilized to the sites.  

 EPA’s requirement to conduct quarterly monitoring at compressor stations and semi-

annual monitoring at well sites is arbitrary and capricious because such frequency of 

monitoring is not cost effective.  Data from facilities subject to fugitive emissions 

monitoring under state law, as well as facilities engaged in voluntary fugitive emissions 

monitoring have demonstrated that methane leaks are much less prevalent than EPA 

assumes, rendering the costs of such frequent monitoring unjustifiable in comparison to 

the benefits of the monitoring program. 

 EPA’s failure to include a definition of compressor in the modification definition of a 

compressor station in 60.5365a(j) is arbitrary and capricious.  By failing to define 

compressor in a manner that is limited to compressors that move natural gas through 

pipelines, the Final Rule could be interpreted to include other compressors located at 

compressor station sites, including vapor recovery units designed to reduce overall 

methane and VOC emissions at compressor station sites.  This would create incentives 

that are contrary to the goals of the fugitive emissions monitoring program. 

 EPA’s imposition of costly and unnecessary monitoring and recordkeeping requirements 

is arbitrary and capricious.  Many of the recordkeeping and reporting requirements 
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included in the fugitive emissions monitoring program impose costly requirements on 

upstream producers and midstream operators that do little to ensure the accuracy of the 

fugitive emissions monitoring program or further the goal of reducing methane 

emissions.   

 EPA’s failure to provide effective relief against fugitive emissions requirements during 

inclement weather when monitoring is infeasible or unsafe is arbitrary and capricious. 

EPA’s Final Rule includes a narrow exemption from quarterly fugitive emissions 

monitoring when average temperatures fall below zero degrees Fahrenheit.  The 

temperature threshold is too low and fails to account for the many remote and unmanned 

compressor stations where inclement weather can prevent access, interfere with 

monitoring equipment, and compromise worker safety, even when average temperatures 

exceed zero degrees Fahrenheit.   

A more detailed list of the legal and technical flaws with the Final Rule is included in the 

statements of issues submitted by GPA Midstream (Attachment D) and other petitioners seeking 

judicial review of the Final Rule,
7
 as well as in the petitions for reconsideration.  See, e.g., 

Attachment C.  Justice requires that EPA stay the effective date of the fugitive emissions 

requirements until EPA and the courts have had a full opportunity to review the petitioners’ 

arguments to determine whether they have merit. 

Failure to stay the effective date of the fugitive emissions requirements for well sites and 

compressor stations will cause immediate and irreversible harm to GPA Midstream’s members 

and other regulated entities.  The Final Rule requires upstream producers and midstream 

operators to prepare fugitive emissions monitoring plans and conduct initial monitoring of all 

affected facilities by June 3, 2017.  To meet this impending deadline, producers and operators 

must take immediate action to develop the necessary monitoring plans, acquire monitoring 

equipment or engage qualified fugitive emissions monitoring contractors, and conduct fugitive 

emissions monitoring at each affected facility.  This process will take time and will require 

significant and immediate investment of limited resources to meet the June 3 deadline.  Those 

substantial investments are costs that cannot be recovered from EPA or any other entity if EPA 

or the courts later determine that the regulations were unlawful, arbitrary, or capricious and 

should be withdrawn or vacated.  Upstream producers and midstream operators are already 

generally incentivized to take all cost effective actions to reduce methane and VOC emissions.  It 

is inconsistent with principles of justice and fairness to require them to make these substantial 

additional expenditures to comply with burdensome regulations that may later be overturned or 

withdrawn.   

                                                 
7
 See North Dakota v. EPA, D.C. Cir. Case No. 16-1242 (and consolidated cases) Doc. Nos. 1631518, 1632642, 

1633507, 1633996, 1634081, 1634119, 1634136, 1634342. 
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Finally, in light of the recent Executive Orders described above that direct federal 

agencies, including EPA, to evaluate opportunities to reduce unnecessary regulation, granting a 

stay of the effective date of the fugitive emissions requirements will give EPA an opportunity to 

consider the costs of those requirements in light of the minimal benefits that they will provide.  

Federal agencies have already announced plans to rescind several environmental actions that will 

unduly burden the oil and natural gas sector and, in light of the pending petitions for 

reconsideration and judicial review, EPA could conclude that the fugitive emissions programs at 

compressor stations and well sites should also be rescinded.  In light of the ongoing uncertainty 

regarding EPA’s regulation of GHG emissions under Section 111 of the Clean Air Act, granting 

an administrative stay will allow EPA to make a full and informed decision, consistent with these 

executive orders, without requiring GPA Midstream’s members to comply with the regulations 

in the interim. 

Thus, in order to avoid significant adverse impacts on GPA Midstream’s members, 

justice requires that the effective date of the fugitive emissions requirements in the Final Rule be 

stayed.  The standard under Section 705 of the APA is therefore met and EPA has the authority 

to stay the effective date of the fugitive emissions requirements pending judicial review.  

Moreover, the only condition on EPA’s authority to grant a stay under Section 307 of the Clean 

Air Act is that EPA must have decided to reconsider the rule.  As explained in GPA Midstream’s 

petition for administrative reconsideration, the standard for reconsideration is met and it 

therefore follows that the standard for a stay under the Clean Air Act is also met.   

A Stay is Also Warranted Under the Standard Applied by the Courts 

While a stay is warranted under the standards established by both the APA and CAA, it 

would be justified even under the more stringent standard employed by the courts.  Courts 

typically consider four factors in determining whether to grant a judicial stay: “(1) whether the 

stay applicant has made a strong showing that he is likely to succeed on the merits; (2) whether 

the applicant will be irreparably injured absent a stay; (3) whether issuance of the stay will 

substantially injure the other parties interested in the proceeding; and (4) where the public 

interest lies.” Nken v. Holder, 129 S. Ct. 1749, 1761 (2009).  These factors must be balanced 

against one another, such that “[a] stay may be granted with either a high probability of success 

and some injury, or vice versa.” Cuomo v. US Nuclear Reg. Comm’n, 772 F.2d 972, 974 (D.C. 

Cir. 1985).  All four factors are satisfied in this case. 

First, as described above, GPA Midstream has made the necessary showing that it would 

likely succeed on the merits.  It has identified legal, factual, and procedural flaws in EPA’s 

rulemaking process and reconsideration is warranted on the merits.  Moreover, GPA Midstream 

and other petitioners have identified material legal and factual flaws in the Final Rule in their 

petitions for review that would result in vacatur of the Final Rule, if EPA does not grant 

reconsideration. 



 

 7  

GPA Midstream Association 

Sixty Sixty American Plaza, Suite 700 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74135 

 (918) 493-3872 
 

Second, failure to grant a stay will irreparably harm GPA Midstream’s members by 

forcing them to incur significant compliance costs to develop fugitive emissions monitoring 

plans, acquire monitoring equipment or contract for conducting fugitive emissions monitoring, 

and conduct fugitive emissions monitoring at each affected facility.  These harms cannot be 

remedied by prospective action to revise the Final Rule after granting reconsideration or after 

judicial review because the necessary compliance costs will have already been incurred.      

Third, there are no demonstrable offsetting harms to third parties or the public interest 

from the stay sought by GPA Midstream because GPA Midstream’s members, along with other 

producers and midstream operators have strong incentives to minimize methane emissions when 

feasible to do so.  Methane is a valuable product in the natural gas production and gathering 

sectors, and methane losses have a direct and detrimental impact to overall profits from the 

sector.  As a result, GPA Midstream’s members, along with others in the sector, have taken 

significant steps to voluntarily reduce methane emissions.  These efforts have produced 

significant methane emission reductions, even without EPA regulations.  Thus, temporarily 

staying the Final Rule while EPA completes the reconsideration process will have no discernible 

impact on methane emissions from the gas processing sector.  The balance of harms and public 

interest, thus, favor granting a stay. 

Conclusion 

For the foregoing reasons, the GPA Midstream respectfully requests that EPA stay the 

effective date of the fugitive emission requirements for compressor stations and well sites in the 

Final Rule pending reconsideration and judicial review. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Matthew Hite 

Vice President of Government Affairs 

GPA Midstream Association 

229 ½ Pennsylvania Avenue, SE 

Washington, DC 20003 

(202) 279-1664 

mhite@gpaglobal.org 

 





















   

    
     
    

   

            
      

   

                
              

                
               

           

             
                
                 

                  
             

                
                

  

             
                
            

































From: Leavy, Jacqueline
To: "jynell.p.spriggs irs.gov"
Subject: Transfer Letter
Date: Tuesday, March 28, 2017 12:30:00 PM
Attachments: 17-000-6772.pdf

Dear Ms. Spriggs:

 

The attached correspondence was mailed to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. The citizen has

 concerns about taxpayer’s identity theft, which is outside the jurisdiction of the EPA and would be more

 appropriately considered by Internal Revenue Service. 

 

If you need the original correspondence, please let me know within 14 calendar days, after which it will be

 destroyed.

 

Thank you for responding to this citizen.

 

Sincerely,

 

Jacqueline A. Leavy

Program Analyst

Office of the Executive Secretariat

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

(202) 564-7936

 
 























   

               
    

            
               
           
              
             

                
              

          
           

           
               

             
           

            
  

            
             

             
             

          
            

            
             

           
             

                
             

           
               

     

            
           
               

                
              

            
              

            
               

 



  

              
              

             
            
              

          
           

               
             

             
           

            
          

            
             
           

           
            

           

              
           

               
              

         
             

             
    

       

           
       

           
        

 
            

   
          

 
            

            
 



   

         

      

       
      

	      
     

      	  
   
    

















         

   
   

  
  

   

  
 

  

   

   

             

              

          

             

            

            

                 

 

   

   



   
   

        
   

    
      

   
 

	   
	   

  	       
     

 

   



         

   
   

  
  

   
  

  
  

   

   

             

               

              

            

       

     
    
   
     

  

   



	

    
  

    
    

   

   
     

    
    

   

   
        

    
      

   
   

        
   

    
      

   
 

	   
	   

  	       
     

 

   



    
      

   
   

  
  

 

	
  

 
	

   
 

  

   

             

              

          

             

            

            

                 

 

   

   



    
      

    
   

  
  

 

	   

 
	

   
 

  

   

             

               

              

             

        

     
    
   
     

  

   



    
  

    
     

   

   
     

    
    

   

   
        

    
      

   
   

        
   

    
      

   
 

	   
	   

  	       
     

 



               	  

     
    

      
 

 
   
        

     
      

 
       
       
      

     
     

      
      

       

         

   
    

     
  

   

       
   

       
       

       
      

    
      
        

      

    
   

  

       
     

    
       

 

      
      

      
       

       
     

   
     

       
     

      
     

  
     

     
      
      

      
      
       

       
      

      
         

     
        

    
       
      

     
       

     
      
     

      
      

     
      

      
    

      
     

     

    
 

    
       

     
    

       
 

      
      

      
       

       
     

   
     

       
     

      
     

  
     

     
      
      

      
      
       

       
       

       
         

     
        

    
       
      

     
       
      

      
     

      
     

      
      

      
    

      
     

     
       

   

  
 

    
  

 

      
      

   
   

  
   

     
    

      
     

      
   

        
       
        

       
    
     

     
   

    
      

     
      
     

        
      

       
      

     
       

    
    

      
     

       
        
       

   
      

       
   

       
   
       

     
    

     



 

	                 

     
     

         
      

    
    

  
     

      
     

     
     

   
 

  

     
    

       
        

       
      
      

      
       

       
    

     
       
      

      
        

 
      

         
      

       
        

    
   

    
    

     
      

     
   

     
      

      
     

    
      

     
       

       
      

      

          
       

     
      

         
       

          
 

         
      

       
         

      
       

       
       

     
       

     
       

       
      

    
      

      
     

      
        

 
     

        
       

        
     

     
      

    
 

     
      

     
     

    
 

     
       

      
       

        
       

      
       

       
    

     
      
      

     
       
       

 
   
  

     
      

      
      
       

        
       

     
     

       
     

      
     

      
     

  

      
    

    
      

       
     
       

     
      
      

       
       

        
      

      
       

     
      
     

        
      

      
         

       
        

     
    

      
        

   
       

      
      

       
      

       
      
    

     
     

     
        

      
     

     
       
     

      
     

      
     

     

       
      

     
        

      
       

      
    

      
       
      
        
      

      
     



               	  

        
       

      
     

      
     

 
     

 
    

     
     

  

       
      

       
        

    
      

     
      
        

        
     

       
      

       
  

    
        

        
  

      
         

   
     

      
    

    
 

      
      

       
      

     
      

       
   

    

      
      

       
    
       
    

    
   

    
     

 

      
     

     

       
        

      
   

     
    

   
     
      

    
      

       
    

     
      

      
     
      

      
     
    

   
       
       

    
   

    
   

     
  

    
    

     
  

       
       
       

     
      
      

         
       

      
    

        
        

        
     

      
       

       
       
   

   
      

       
        

       
      

 
   

      
      

        
    

   
      

       
        
       

       
      
      
        

      
      

  
        

  
   

    
    

   
   

    
  

  
       

   

   
 

   
 

    

  
    

    

   
   

   

    
      

     
     

     
      

     
    

    
     

    
     

    
     

      
       

        
       
    
    

       
    





Mon Mar 27 15:56:23 EDT 2017 
Hope.Brian@epamail.epa.gov 
FW: NACAA Letter on Budget Blueprint 
To: CMS.OEX@epamail.epa.gov 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

DRF

 

From: Mary Sullivan Douglas [mailto:mdouglas@4cleanair.org]
Sent: Monday, March 27, 2017 2:52 PM
To: Pruitt, Scott <Pruitt.Scott@epa.gov>
Subject: NACAA Letter on Budget Blueprint

 

Dear Administrator Pruitt,

 

Attached please find a letter from the National Association of Clean Air Agencies (NACAA) regarding the FY 2018 “Budget Blueprint.”

 

Please let us know if you have any questions.

 

Thank you.

 

*********************************

Mary Sullivan Douglas

National Association of Clean Air Agencies

444 North Capitol Street, NW, Suite 307

Washington, DC  20001

(202) 624-7864

mdouglas@4cleanair.org

www.4cleanair.org

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

March 27, 2017 
 

 
The Honorable Lisa Murkowski  The Honorable Tom Udall 
Chairman     Ranking Member 
Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on 
Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies 
U.S. Senate     U.S. Senate 
Washington, DC  20510   Washington, DC  20510 
 
 
The Honorable Ken Calvert   The Honorable Betty McCollum 
Chairman     Ranking Member 
House Appropriations Subcommittee on House Appropriations Subcommittee on 
Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies 
U.S. House of Representatives   U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC  20515   Washington, DC  20515 
 
Dear Senators Murkowski and Udall and Congressmen Calvert and McCollum: 
 

As the Co-Presidents of the National Association of Clean Air Agencies 
(NACAA), we are deeply concerned about the significant reductions to the FY 2018 
budget for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) proposed in America 

First: A Budget Blueprint to Make America Great Again (Budget Blueprint), which was 
released on March 16, 2017.  In particular, reductions to state and local air pollution 
control agency grants under Sections 103 and 105 of the Clean Air Act will have 
profound adverse impacts on public health and welfare.   
 

NACAA is a national, non-partisan, non-profit association of state and local air 
pollution control agencies in 45 states, the District of Columbia and four territories.  
The air quality professionals in our member agencies have vast experience dedicated to 
improving air quality in the United States.  The views expressed in this document do not 
necessarily represent the positions of every state and local air pollution control agency 
in the country. 
 

The proposed Budget Blueprint for FY 2018 calls for a 31-percent reduction in 
EPA’s budget and a 45-percent cut in categorical grants to state and local agencies.  
While the blueprint does not specify cuts to each media program (e.g., air, water, solid 
waste), we are very troubled by the possibility of commensurate reductions to federal 
grants to state and local air pollution control agencies under Sections 103 and 105 of the 
Clean Air Act.  A 45-percent reduction would decrease Section 103/105 grants from 
$227.8 million in FY 2017 to $126 million in FY 2018.  Such a reduction would be 
devastating to state and local air quality programs. 



2 

 

State and local air pollution control agencies have struggled with insufficient resources 
for many years.  A NACAA study revealed an annual shortfall of $550 million in federal grants 
for state and local air programs.1  To make matters worse, the purchasing power of federal grants 
has decreased by nearly 17 percent since 2000 due to inflation, during which time state and local 
responsibilities have expanded almost exponentially.  Due to these economic hardships, states 
and localities increasingly rely on federal grants provided by the Clean Air Act.  State and local 
agencies would find it difficult to accommodate any cuts to air quality grants; reductions of the 
magnitude proposed in the Budget Blueprint would have devastating impacts and could result in 
some agencies being forced to turn some or all of their responsibilities over to EPA. That would 
mean less local control over issues like permitting and air quality monitoring.  

 
Federal grants support a host of essential state and local agency programs designed to 

attain and maintain healthful air quality.  These include, among others, implementation of the 
health-based national ambient air quality standards (NAAQS) for multiple pollutants, 
development of State Implementation Plans (SIPs), implementation of air toxics standards and 
implementation of control measures related to visibility and regional haze.  These efforts require 
many resource- and labor-intensive activities including, among other things, planning, compiling 
comprehensive emission inventories, carrying out complex modeling, analyzing extensive data, 
adopting regulations, inspecting facilities, enforcing regulations, addressing complicated 
transport issues, issuing minor source permits and informing and involving the public in air 
quality decisions and issues. Our members are responsible for carrying out a host of federal 
requirements. Asking them to do so with fewer resources is a recipe for failure and litigation 
when they cannot achieve them.  
 

Air pollution presents a pervasive national threat to public health and the environment 
and is a problem against which individuals cannot protect themselves.  We know of no other 
environmental problem presenting greater risk. Air quality agencies at all levels of government 
have worked diligently for many years in pursuit of our clean air goals. In spite of considerable 
improvements, clean, healthful air nationwide still eludes us.  For example, more than half of our 
country’s population lives in areas that do not attain the health-based standards for one or more 
criteria pollutants.  The magnitude of our air quality problem and the associated health effects 
make it clear that funding for the control of air pollution should be a top priority.  
 

While cuts to state and local air quality grants would hinder our important work, we are 
also concerned about the proposed reductions to EPA’s operating budget.  Notwithstanding the 
essential contributions of state and local air agencies to air quality, the federal government’s job 
is critical as well. If we are to achieve and maintain healthful air quality, state and local air 
agencies must rely on EPA to carry out its responsibilities in assisting state and local air quality 
programs.  The assistance involves, among other things, developing nationally applicable 
regulations and guidance, conducting research and development, assisting with enforcement 
activities under some parts of the Act, and carrying out the appropriate oversight of state and 
local air quality programs.  We all work with EPA on a regular basis and are prepared to 
participate in discussions about how the agency can be more effective, but it is vitally important 

                                                           
1 Investing in Clean Air and Public Health: A Needs Survey of State and Local Air Pollution Control Agencies, 
(April 2009), NACAA, www.4cleanair.org/Documents/reportneedssurvey042709.pdf 
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that EPA be adequately funded as well.  We are very concerned that the proposed cuts are so 
significant that it would be impossible for EPA to carry out this mission. 

 
In conclusion, we are extremely troubled about the severe budget cuts that have been 

proposed in the FY 2018 Budget Blueprint for state and local air quality grants in particular and 
EPA’s budget in general and the devastating adverse effects they could have on our efforts to 
protect public health and the environment.  We urge the Administration and Congress to ensure 
that the proposed reductions to state and local air quality grants under Sections 103 and 105 do 
not become a reality and that EPA is funded adequately to discharge its responsibilities. 

 
Sincerely, 

               
David Klemp    Craig T. Kenworthy 
Montana    Puget Sound Clean Air Agency, WA 
Co-President of NACAA  Co-President of NACAA  
 

 
 
cc:  Scott Pruitt, EPA Administrator 
 Mick Mulvaney, Director, Office of Management and Budget 











Mon Mar 27 17:36:52 EDT 2017 
Hope.Brian@epamail.epa.gov 
FW: Recommendation for EPA Region 10 Administrator [WARNING: SPF validation failed] 
To: CMS.OEX@epamail.epa.gov 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

DRF

 

From: Coyner, Emily W. [mailto:ecoyner@nssga.org]
Sent: Monday, March 27, 2017 5:18 PM
To: Pruitt, Scott <Pruitt.Scott@epa.gov>
Subject: Recommendation for EPA Region 10 Administrator [WARNING: SPF validation failed]

 

Administrator Pruitt

 

Attached is NSSGA’s recommendation for the EPA Region 10 Administrator position, Senator Doug Erickson.  Thank you for your
consideration.

 

Emily W. Coyner, P.G.

Director, Environmental Policy

National Stone, Sand, and Gravel Association

66 Canal Center Plaza, Suite 300

Alexandria, VA 22314

703 526-1064/CELL 703 772-2499

www.nssga.org

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

March 27, 2017 
 
Administrator Scott Pruitt 
USEPA Headquarters  
William Jefferson Clinton Building  
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.  
Mail Code: 1101A  
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Administrator Pruitt: 
 
NSSGA urges you and the administration to consider the appointment of Senator Doug Erickson 
as EPA Region 10 Administrator.  As you can see from the attached recommendation and 
supporting information from the Washington Aggregates and Concrete Association, Senator 
Erickson has unique understand of the regional environmental issues facing the aggregates 
industry.   
 
NSSGA deeply appreciates the commitment of you and the administration to fix the damaging 
Waters of the U.S. rule.  As you know, the Final 2015 rule creates confusion and would be 
damaging to many industries, particularly the producers of stone, sand and gravel.  The 
materials our members produce are necessary for every aspect of President Trump’s plan for 
infrastructure. 
 
Thank you for your consideration.  I can be reached at (703) 526-1060 / mjohnson@nssga.org.  
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Michael W. Johnson  
President & CEO     















 

 

  
 

 

	

 

 

	

	  

 

  

 
 

 

  

 
 



 

 
 

 

 

 	   

 

 

	 	  
   

 	  

	
  

    

  

 

 

	

 



 	     
    

       
	    	

          
   

      

                         

	    	 	  

	      	   	  

	  	 	    	   

 	     

 	  	     

	      		    	  

	   	 	    	    

 	    
	

 
	  	  
	  	   

 	            

	    	  	   

	 	   

                      

	      	       

 	    

                  

        	     

    
                            

                         
                       

	                  

   	    
     
	  

     
 	   

  

  	       



                           
                         

                     

        

          
            

                   
                       
	   	                

 

  	     
   

    

    
    
    

	  
     

 	   

   

             	 	      

   
  	    

   
  	    

 	  
         	      	   

  	   
           

       
    

             
          

          
         

           
         

           

 
 
      

  

     
     

    
  	

       	  
 	          

             
           

           
            

            
          
 	  

 

  	  
  

     
    

  	  
   

  

 



                 

    
 
 

       

          

     

     

    

    

      

     

    

    

      

      

      

      

 

    

     

       

     

     

    

      
        

      

    	     

     

        

    

      

       

    
  

   

     
        

       
    
     
   

         
     

	      
       
     

     

     
   

      
   

     
   

   

     
      

    

	  
    

   
  

   
   

    	    
         

 
         

 
       

	       

   	  	   
 

 
     

  
 	    

      
      

     

       
   
    

     
    

          
           

  

       

   	  	  

 

 	  
   

 
 

     
    	   
    

 	   
   	  

	  	  	   
      

	

     	  



 

         

   
     
    

   
    

    

    

   
     

    	  

    

  
  

   

 

  
  

        

    

   

   
    
   
    
     

     

       

    

    
  

 

 

   

    
     

   
   

  	  	   

     

   
 

  

   

     
     
	     

 
  

 

     

 
  

   
 

   

   

    
    

 	                        
             

 	              
	    

 	   	  	   	  

 
  	 	  	  

	    
	    
	     

    
  

			 		 	 	  	  
	            
	                 
	              
	    
	   

	   	      		 	 	 	 	 	  
  

	
  		 	 	 	 		 		 	   		 	   	         		 	 		 	 	 	 	 	 	 

 
	    	 	   

	          
	                   
	             
	            
	   

                         
                          

      

                 
  

  



 	   	     
  

     

 	                
         

	 	 	  

  

  
    

    
   

  

 	             
               
        

 	  
	  	  
	  	   

   

  	  	  

 

 

 

 

 	  
	  	  
	  	   

   

  	 	  

 

 

 

 

 



       
 

                       
     

                          
                        
                   

                       
                

                  
                      

                   
                  

  
  	    	      

     	     	       
	          
              

          

     
  	   	  

       
      
       
       
       
        

         
          
        
         
           

        
        

   
     

      

      

           
         
     
      
      
          
            
          
          
          
      
      
       

	   

     
 
    
     

 
     

 
    
     

 
      

       
       
       

       
    

    

	   

 	     
 
        
   	     
  	      
 
   	     

 	       
 	     
 

 	     
 	       

 	     

     

  



        

      	 	
  

            
              
       	     
       
       
           	  

        
           

         	    
        	    
        

     
  	     

               
            
             
            
             
         
      
       	    

     	  

     	 	   
 	 		 				 			 

        	   	      

     	 	   

 	 	 	 	 	   

	

	     
 	   

	

    	  	    

	

      	  	    

	

      	  	     

     

      

      
       
       	  
        
       

	

  	  

 	 	    

  







    
  

   
   

    
 	   

 

	    
	     
	               

    
	     

        

     
    

   
    

 

                    
              

                 
  

           
            

                
    

          
               

          

            
          

           
            

              
     

                  
               

	   



               
           

                 
         

  
               

             
                  
              

   
                 
                   

                
             

            

     
                  

                 
                    

                      
                  

                    
                  

              
                 

             
               

   

    
    

   







(b) (5)



(b) (5)



(b) (5)



(b) (5)



(b) (5)



(b) (5)



(b) (5)



(b) (5)



(b) (5)



(b) (5)



(b) (5)



(b) (5)



(b) (5)





Tue Mar 28 14:44:27 EDT 2017 
Hope.Brian@epamail.epa.gov 
FW: Utility Air Regulatory Group Request for Publication of MATS Interim Reporting Rule Before April 16, 21017 
To: CMS.OEX@epamail.epa.gov 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

DRF

 

From: Freeman, Lauren [mailto:lfreeman@hunton.com]
Sent: Monday, March 27, 2017 6:15 PM
To: Pruitt, Scott <Pruitt.Scott@epa.gov>
Cc: Dravis, Samantha <dravis.samantha@epa.gov>; Dunham, Sarah <Dunham.Sarah@epa.gov>; Tsirigotis, Peter
<Tsirigotis.Peter@epa.gov>
Subject: Utility Air Regulatory Group Request for Publication of MATS Interim Reporting Rule Before April 16, 21017

 

Dear Administrator Pruitt –

 

On behalf of the Utility Air Regulatory Group, I attach a letter urging to you direct the publication of a previously signed final rule
extending the interim electronic reporting provisions for electric generating units (EGUs) under the Mercury and Air Toxics Standards
(MATS) rule.  As explained in the letter, publication prior to April 16, 2017 (when the current interim period will expire) is necessary to
avoid imposition of significant, unintended regulatory burdens on both EPA and EGUs. 

 

Please feel free to contact me with any questions.
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*************************   ATTACHMENT  REMOVED   *************************

 

This message contained an attachment which the administrator has caused

to be removed.

 

*************************   ATTACHMENT  REMOVED   *************************
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Tue Mar 28 14:45:36 EDT 2017 
Hope.Brian@epamail.epa.gov 
FW: Town of Bridgewater MA- Support for S. 629, Water Infrastructure Flexibility Act of 2017 
To: CMS.OEX@epamail.epa.gov 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

DRF

 

From: Bicky I. Corman [mailto:BCorman@rubinrudman.com]
Sent: Tuesday, March 28, 2017 2:02 PM
To: Pruitt, Scott <Pruitt.Scott@epa.gov>
Subject: Town of Bridgewater MA- Support for S. 629, Water Infrastructure Flexibility Act of 2017

 

 

Dear Administrator Pruitt,

 

Attached please find a letter submitted by the Town of Bridgewater, Massachusetts to sponsors and co-sponsors of S. 629, the “Water
Infrastructure Flexibility Act of 2017,” conveying the Town’s strong support for the legislation.  The Town believes the legislation may be
useful to EPA and the Town as the parties conclude their negotiations concerning the terms of the Town’s recently issued NPDES
permit governing discharges from its Wastewater Treatment Plant.

 

Please do not hesitate to contact us if we can answer any questions.

 

Bicky Corman

Rubin and Rudman LLP

800 Connecticut Ave., NW, Suite 400

Washington, DC  20006

Main Number in DC: 202-794-6300

Cell: 202-213-1672

bcorman@rubinrudman.com

 

 

 

 

50 Rowes Wharf | Boston, MA 02110 | p:617-330-7000
800 Connecticut Ave. NW | Washington, DC 20006 | p:202-794-6300
99 Willow Street | Yarmouthport, MA 02675 | p:508-362-6262

 

----------------------------

This e-mail message and any attachments are confidential and may be attorney-client privileged. If you are not the intended recipient please notify Rubin and Rudman LLP immediately by telephone at (617) 330-7000
or by e-mail to firm@rubinrudman.com, and destroy all copies of this message and any attachments.

"The stylized double-R logo is a registered service mark of Rubin and Rudman LLP. All rights reserved."

 

----------------------------
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March 28, 2017

Honorable Deb Fischer
United States Senate
454 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington DC 20510

Dear Honorable Fischer:

The Town of Bridgewater, Massachusetts (the “Town”) strongly supports S. 692, the
“Water Infrastructure Flexibility Act of 2017.”  The Town wishes to offer to make itself available
to provide testimony, or to provide any other information that may aid your offices in
explaining how S. 692 would provide much-needed relief to a Town such as Bridgewater, as it
endeavors to comply with the recent Clean Water Act permit issued by the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency’s Region 1 Office for discharges from the Town’s Wastewater Treatment
Plant.

The Town is just over 27 square miles, approximately 30% of which is developed.1 The
Town’s Wastewater Treatment Plant contributes only 4% of the wastewater that flows into the
Taunton River Estuary/Mt. Hope Bay, the water body of concern to EPA.2 The less than 1/3rd of
the Town that is sewered,3 or roughly 2,264 households,4 includes Bridgewater State University,
a Mobile Home Elderly Community District with two residential complexes for the elderly, and
the Bridgewater Housing Authority.  The Town’s Wastewater Treatment Plant customers have a
median household income of $44,728,5 while the non-sewered households have a median
household income of $84,000.6 The Town has calculated that the $31 million of upgrades
required for the Plant to achieve compliance with the new permit limits for total nitrogen and
phosphorus7 will result in customers’ sewer bills rising from an already high rate of less than

1 Draft Comprehensive Water Management Plan (“CWMP”), p. 2 – 1.
2 See e.g., City of Taunton NPDES Permit No. MA 0100897, Response to Comments, p. 125,
3 Id., p. 1-6.
4 Id., p. 2-5.
5 United States Census Bureau, Quick Facts, Bridgewater town, Plymouth County, Massachusetts, available at
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/table/PST045216/2502308085,00.
6 Id., Bridgewater CDP, Massachusetts, available at
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/table/PST045216/2502308085,00.
7 See the Town’s Petition for Review, NPDES Appeal (“Petition”), p. 4.

Town Manager’s Office Municipal Office
Building

66 Central Square
Bridgewater, MA 02324

508-697-0919
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$600/year, to $1,433/year,8 or the fifth largest sewer bill in Massachusetts.9 Thus, the Town
has repeatedly requested an opportunity to conduct an affordability analysis and an extended
compliance schedule “to allow the Town to prepare for the large expenditure that will result
from the conditions in the new NPDES Permit.”10

While S. 692 focuses largely on approvals of municipal Integrated Plan Permits,11 several
of the bill’s provisions would facilitate the Town’s ability to ensure its Wastewater Treatment
Plant discharges achieve compliance, in particular the provision allowing for inclusion of
extended compliance schedules in Clean Water Act permits,12 as well as the provisions that
would impose discipline on EPA’s conduct of “Affordability Analyses,”  and would bar EPA’s
“use [of] median household income as the sole indicator of affordability for a residential
household.”13

The Town is hopeful that the pendency of S. 692 (and similar legislation introduced by
the House -- H.R. 465) will assist the Town’s and EPA’s present discussions, which include
discussions regarding the Town’s claim of an inability to afford compliance with the new permit
requirements.14 EPA’s Environmental Appeals Board has ordered the parties to report on the
status of their negotiations by April 3, 2017, and has noted that “[if] it appears that the parties
will not be able to agree to a settlement by April 3, 2017, the Region suggests that it does not
anticipate requesting a further stay of proceedings and may file a motion asking the Board to
proceed with consideration of the Region’s pending motion to dismiss the petition.”15

8 Town Reply to EPA Response to Town’s Motion to Stay filed December 8, 2016 in In re: Bridgewater Wastewater
Treatment Plant, NPDES Permit No., MA 0100641, NPDES Appeal No. 16-01 (“NPDES Appeal”).
9 See Tighe & Bond, 2014 Massachusetts Sewer Rate Survey.
10 See the Town’s Petition, p. 1.
11 S. 692 provides that “[a] permit issued under [the Act] that incorporates an integrated plan may integrate all
requirements under this Act addressed in the integrated plan, including requirements relating to – (i) a combined
sewer overflow; (ii) a capacity, management, operation, and maintenance program for sanitary sewer collection
systems; (iii) a municipal stormwater discharge; (iv) a municipal wastewater discharge; and (v) a water quality-
based effluent limitation to implement an applicable wasteload allocation in a total maximum daily load.”  S. 692,
p.  3, line 17 – p. 4, line 11.
12 Id., p. 4, lines 12 – 20, states as follows:  “COMPLIANCE SCHEDULES . . . IN GENERAL.__A permit for a municipal
discharge by a municipality that incorporates an integrated plan may include a schedule of compliance, under
which actions taken to meet any applicable water quality-based effluent limitation may be implemented over
more than 1 permit term if the compliance schedules are authorized by State water quality standards.”
13 Id., p. 12, line 23 – p. 16, line 9; p. 13, lines 21 – 24.
14 Town’s Petition, pp. 2-9.
15 EPA issued the new NPDES Permit to the Town in November, 2016.  In that same month, the Town filed a
Petition for Review of the Permit with EPA’s Environmental Appeals Board, and EPA filed a Motion to Dismiss the
Town’s Petition, which Motion has been fully briefed.  In December, the Town sought and obtained a stay of the
proceedings “for a finite period of time to provide the parties the opportunity to pursue settlement discussions,
should they so choose.”  Dec. 16, 2016 Order on Motion for Stay, In re: Bridgewater Wastewater Treatment Plant,
NPDES Permit No., MA 0100641, NPDES Appeal No. 16-01 (“NPDES Appeal”).
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Please do not hesitate to contact us through our counsel on this matter, Bernice Corman
of Rubin and Rudman, LLP, if we can be of any further assistance.  Ms. Corman can be reached
at 202-794-6300 or BCorman@rubinrudman.com.

cc: Scott Pruitt, EPA Administrator
Byron Brown, EPA Deputy Chief of Staff
Deborah Szaro, Acting Regional Administrator, Region 1
Tom Cochran, U.S. Conference of Mayors
Matthew D. Chase, National Association of Cities
Clarence E. Anthony, National League of Cities





  
   

   

   

   
     

     
    
  

   

  

  

            
           

  

         

   

   

             



  

    
   

   
   
     

     
   

 

          
         

           
     

      
 

  

   

    
               



    

    

   

  
   
   

    
   

  

         
        
       
           
         

       

   

   

    

              



  
 

  

   

   

   
    

    

  

          
         

          
  

        
    

   

   

    
              

 



       

    

   

  
     

   
    

   

  

         
         

           
     

         

   

   

    
              



  

    

   

  
  

    
      

   

  

        
          
           
          

       

         
         

     

   

   

    
              



  

      

   

   
     

     
    

   

    

            
          
          

           
      

          

   

    
              

 







Date: Tue Mar 28 16:28:01 EDT 2017

From: Hope.Brian@epamail.epa.gov

To: CMS.OEX@epamail.epa.gov

Subject: FW: Fly Ash

_________________________________________________________________________________________

 

 

 

-----Original Message-----

From: Toni Vitullo [mailto:

Sent: Tuesday, March 28, 2017 2:10 PM

To: Pruitt, Scott <Pruitt.Scott@epa.gov>

Subject: Fly Ash

 

Hello,

 

Someone told me that President Trump will allow coal power plants to dump fly ash in our rivers. 

 

I wanted to know the truth about that.

 

Also,  fly ash can and is used to make concrete, and should be used to fill the abandoned coal mines throughout our land.

 

 

Please respond.

 

 

Thank you for your assistance concerning this item.

 

 

Sincerely,

 

 

Antoinette Vitullo

(b) (6)

(b) (6)







Tue Mar 28 16:30:29 EDT 2017 
Hope.Brian@epamail.epa.gov 
FW: epa harrassment and overreach against idaho gold miner 
To: CMS.OEX@epamail.epa.gov 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

From: dave erlanson sr. [mailto
Sent: Tuesday, March 28, 2017 1:36 PM
To: Pruitt, Scott <Pruitt.Scott@epa.gov>
Cc: Ron Miller <   Clark Pearson <  Mark Pollot
<conresctr@cableone.net>; janalee_Nelson@crapo.senate.gov; Scott Harn <scott@icmj.com>
Subject: epa harrassment and overreach against idaho gold miner

 

Sir, my name is Dave Erlanson sr. of Swan Valley, Idaho and a professional gold miner. In 2015  i was cited and currently in litigation
against the EPA.To  date  the cost has exceeded 15000.00 to defend my position against your agency! You may read about this in the
ICMJ PROSPECTING AND MINING JOURNAL VOL85,NUMBER7 MARCH2016 ISSUE PG19.THIS EXPLAINS THE ILLEGAL
ACTIONS TAKEN AGAINST ME BY YOUR AGENCY!!!In the article it states what happened to me and of course court cases already
 rendered supporting my position on this matter. I  would appreciate your help with this matter,regards,DAVE ERLANSON SR.

(b) (6) (b) (6) (b) (6)

(b) (6)



From: R10-ORA
To:
Subject: Response to Email regarding EPA Overreach
Date: Friday, April 14, 2017 1:49:07 PM
Attachments: Docket No. CWA-10-2016-0109.pdf

Dear Mr. Erlanson:
 
This is in response to your March 28, 2017 email to the Administrator regarding the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency’s enforcement action against you. The Administrator has
asked that I respond on his behalf. This matter is currently pending on EPA’s administrative
litigation docket, and an Administrative Law Judge has been assigned to preside over the
matter (Docket NO. CWA-10-2016-0109).
 
On Friday, April 7, 2017, the EPA filed its Prehearing Exchange with the Judge, which
includes the EPA’s brief statement of facts and law supporting its position (attached).
According to the Judge’s February 24, 2017, Second Prehearing Order, you will have an
opportunity to file your Prehearing Exchange by April 28, 2017, including a statement of the
facts and law from your perspective. I understand that you are represented in this matter, and
your attorney should be aware of this pending deadline.
 
Because this matter is currently in litigation pending before an Administrative Law Judge and
because you are currently represented by counsel, future communications regarding this matter
should be transmitted through your counsel to counsel for the EPA, Endre Szalay (cc-d).
 
Sincerely,
 
Michelle L. Pirzadeh
Acting Regional Administrator
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 10
 

(b) (6)



Tue Mar 28 16:32:39 EDT 2017 
Hope.Brian@epamail.epa.gov 
FW: Keep your promise to test for C-8 
To: CMS.OEX@epamail.epa.gov 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

From: Jeffrey Dugas [mailto:jeffrey.dugas@corporateactionnetwork.org]
Sent: Tuesday, March 28, 2017 2:55 PM
To: Pruitt, Scott <Pruitt.Scott@epa.gov>
Subject: Keep your promise to test for C-8

 

Scott Pruitt,

I am writing to urge you to keep your promise and test for C-8/PFOA water contamination. It is

your duty to protect all of us from cancer-causing water.

Recent reports suggest C-8 contamination from the DuPont Washington Works plant in

Parkersburg, WV may have spread to many more communities -- communities without C-8

filters. ("Testing drinking water for toxic chemical C8 urged farther down Ohio River", Columbus

Dispatch, January 22, 2017). This dangerous chemical has been linked to kidney cancer,

testicular cancer, ulcerative colitis, thyroid disease, pregnancy-induced hypertension, and high

cholesterol.

But C-8 contaminated water isn't limited to Ohio, West Virginia, and Kentucky - it's everywhere:

New York, New Hampshire, Vermont, and beyond.

In your confirmation hearing, Senator Kirsten Gillibrand asked you about the health and

economic effects of C-8 water contamination. We demand that you keep your promise:

Sen. Gillibrand: “The contaminants are real, they are pervasive, and they are destroying lives….

I need you to put number one on your list, to test it if it is the carcinogen that many scientists

have said it is, it needs to be banned…. Will you commit to doing that work?”

Scott Pruitt “Yes.”

We demand that you keep your promise to test the water in all communities likely affected by C-

8. Keep us, our families, and our communities safe.

Jeffrey Dugas

jeffrey.dugas@corporateactionnetwork.org

 

(b) (6)





Date: Tue Mar 28 16:32:58 EDT 2017

From: Hope.Brian@epamail.epa.gov

To: CMS.OEX@epamail.epa.gov

Subject: FW: Plea for Help

_________________________________________________________________________________________

 

 

 

-----Original Message-----

From: Timothy Alund [mailto:talund@nybiz.rr.com]

Sent: Tuesday, March 28, 2017 11:45 AM

To: Pruitt, Scott <Pruitt.Scott@epa.gov>

Subject: Plea for Help

 

   Dear Mr. Pruitt,

 

On March 2nd I sent you via FedEx Overnite this letter and copy of the case file with a plea for help in a matter with EPA that is bizarre at best.

Please read my letter and review the case file.

The EPA is trying to destroy 40 jobs in Upstate NY.  I need your help to keep them.

 

Sincerely,

Tim Alund













Wed Mar 29 09:48:21 EDT 2017 
Hope.Brian@epamail.epa.gov 
FW: WIN - WIN - WIN 
To: CMS.OEX@epamail.epa.gov 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

From: Robert Takvorian [mailto:
Sent: Wednesday, March 29, 2017 7:34 AM
To: Pruitt, Scott <Pruitt.Scott@epa.gov>
Subject: WIN - WIN - WIN

 

Secretary Pruitt:  Please go to http://fuelcor.com/

 

By the use of this technology invented by the same person who invented the Hybrid Engine for cars we can burn coal and nat gas and
collect the CO2 which can be converted to crude oil and refined for transportation fuels. It is a WIN for the coal industry, a WIN for the
economy and a WIN for the environment.

 

 

Regards,

Bob Takvorian

skype: robert.takvorian

c

(b) (6)

(b) (6)



Wed Mar 29 09:55:56 EDT 2017 
Hope.Brian@epamail.epa.gov 
FW: EPA Equity Investment Idea 
To: CMS.OEX@epamail.epa.gov 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

From: Craig Young [mailto:
Sent: Tuesday, March 28, 2017 6:35 PM
To: Pruitt, Scott <Pruitt.Scott@epa.gov>
Subject: EPA Equity Investment Idea

 

Dear Mr. Pruitt:
 
Thank you for taking the EPA in a direction that will no longer hamstring US companies with unnecessary regulations that have no real
environmental benefit. 
 
I recently had an idea that I believe aligns with the direction that President Trump has for our nation that would also provide both
economic and environmental benefits to our nation.  My idea would be for the EPA either directly or through another government
agency, to provide investment capital for clean energy, pollution reduction, energy efficiency, or other environmental projects.  These
investments would not be the traditional grants, loans, or loan guarantees that EPA has historically provided.  These would be equity
investments in companies with agreements with those companies that the investments would be used to build new facilities (power
plants, factories, etc with higher efficiencies and lower emissions), upgrade existing facilities, pollution control technologies, or other
improvements with realistic environmental benefits.  This would create jobs for the construction and operations of the new facilities or
improvement, and provide financial gain to the government and ultimately to the taxpayer through the equity investment growth.
 
My vision for this program is that it would have three major benefits.

Reduce pollutant emissions●

Create jobs●

Provide positive financial benefit to the US government.●

 

If you would like to discuss my idea further please feel free to contact me at (520) 465-6549 or at 

 

Sincerely,

 

Craig W. Young

Professional Environmental Engineer

(b) (6)

(b) (6)





































































































Wed Mar 29 12:26:38 EDT 2017 
Hope.Brian@epamail.epa.gov 
Fw: (U) Memorandum from Dept. of State Executive Secretary Macmanus 
To: CMS.OEX@epamail.epa.gov 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

DRF - AD response

From: Hartle, Keleigh M <HartleKM@state.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, March 28, 2017 7:30 PM
To: DOJExecSec@usdoj.gov; DOTExecSec@dot.gov; DHSExecSec@hq.dhs.gov; DOIExecSec@ios.doi.gov; DOCExecSec@doc.gov;
EPAExecSec; es.central@hq.doe.gov
Subject: (U) Memorandum from Dept. of State Executive Secretary Macmanus

 
UNCLASSIFIED

 
Subject: Application for Presidential Permit by Enbridge Energy, L.P. to Construct, Connect, Operate, and Maintain Pipeline Facilities
on the Border of the U.S. and Canada.



































































Wed Mar 29 12:27:27 EDT 2017 
Hope.Brian@epamail.epa.gov 
FW: visit Florida with Rep. Curbelo 
To: CMS.OEX@epamail.epa.gov 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

FYI to OCIR, cc OAR

 

From: Jane EG Smith [mailto:
Sent: Wednesday, March 29, 2017 10:44 AM
To: Pruitt, Scott <Pruitt.Scott@epa.gov>
Cc: Jane Smith - home <
Subject: visit Florida with Rep. Curbelo

 

Dear Secretary Pruitt,

 

I urge you to accept Representative Curbelo’s invitation to visit Florida and see the effects of climate change that they are already
experiencing.

 

I live in another beautiful coastal state, North Carolina.  We, too, are seeing the effects of climate change - from increased flooding in
Wilmington to unusual devastating inland flooding to severe drought in our western third leading to the fires of last summer and fall.  On
a personal note, I am observing the death of old trees and younger bushes and flowers in my urban garden, succumbing to rare
diseases brought on by the stress of our changing weather pattern of long dry periods broken by torrential, flooding rains.

 

Representative Curbelo will show you his state, but I am sure that what you learn there will also help you understand my North
Carolina.  If, after your visit with him, you would like to see North Carolina, we would welcome you!

 

Come see what is happening in the southeast.

 

Sincerely,

Jane EG Smith

2712 Lochmore Drive

Raleigh, NC   27608

919-787-6539

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)







































































































































































Date: Wed Mar 29 15:43:54 EDT 2017

From: Hope.Brian@epamail.epa.gov

To: CMS.OEX@epamail.epa.gov

Subject: FW: A climate restorationill hugely stimulate economy with millions of new jobs across the globe plan that will be fossil-fuel driven and w

_________________________________________________________________________________________

 

OP

 

-----Original Message-----

From: Sambhu Chaudhuri [mailto:

Sent: Wednesday, March 29, 2017 3:02 PM

To: Pruitt, Scott <Pruitt.Scott@epa.gov>

Subject: A climate restorationill hugely stimulate economy with millions of new jobs across the globe plan that will be fossil-fuel driven and w

 

(I, Sam Chaudhuri, a professor of geochemistry at Kansas State University, have worked on climate restoration issues for nearly a decade. While

I care about natural phenomena that threaten human survivability, I am a strong supporter of the fossil-fuel industries that are an important

component of our national economy).

 

We agree to a recent statement of Senator Lindsey Graham that the Republican Party must have its own platform on Climate Change which will

clearly excel and destabilize the Democrats from their hold on the climate change issue. The happy news is that the Republican Party does not

need to wait any longer for having its own cherished climate change platform. The Climate Restoration Technologies (CRT) think tank, a mid-

west centered organization consisting of reputable scientists, engineers, and innovators organization which has been working for nearly a decade

in cooperation with two industrial research institutions (one in Missouri and the other in Wyoming) and has scholarly publication records (two of

their articles published recently in a peer-reviewed international journal on climate change) has a blueprint on how best to forestall by natural

means century-end climate change threats. This blueprint has all to meet the exact needs of the Republican Party for having its own potent

climate change platform which will forestall the predicted century-end Climate Change threats. Why is this CRT plan far better than any of the

Democrat proposed Climate-Change-mitigation plans which are definitely destined to fall far short of their goals while inflicting gigantic sufferings

to global mankind? The democrat plans, with supports from their friends abroad (the EU voices and the UN Secretary General), have pursued

their own paths by essentially demonizing fossil fuel industries and blindly focusing on cutting carbon dioxide emissions through deoxygenation of

the fossil fuel industry lives and heavy reliance on solar and wind energies to meet the global energy needs of the ever increasing global

population growths. Among all the plans that exists today on climate restoration or prevention of threats from climate change, the CRT plan,

basically a fossil-fuel-use plan, has the most rapid path of decarbonization of the atmosphere to a highly desirable level. The CRT plan will be

employing an accelerated natural process to forestall melting of polar ices, prevent sea level rise from threatening the humanity, restore ocean

acidity to pre-industrial times, and help lessening the frequencies and intensities of superstorm events, while simultaneously meeting future

energy demand as it doubles before the end of the century and while doubling fossil fuel industry revenues, creating tens of millions of new jobs,

and massively stimulating the economy. Everybody wins! The CRT plan for climate restoration to atmospheric carbon dioxide concentration

equivalent to the Washington-Lincoln times will be achieved before this century ends, which is more than 125 years earlier than the democrat-

EU-UN plans can ever dream of achieving this goal.

CRT would like to help create a new Republican climate-change platform that resets the climate clock to 1988 by mid-century. By 2075, it would

restore the blue skies (and low carbon dioxide) of 1780 or 1865. By the mid 2030?s, it could also make an early reset of Earth?s thermostat to

global temperatures last seen in the times of George Washington and Abraham Lincoln.

Our aim is to help create a Republican climate restoration platform that?ll completely upstage Democrats on their key signature issue. If you have

any interest in our proposal, we are willing to pursue with you further on this issue. You may contact either Prof. Sam Chaudhuri

(ksuncsc@ksu.edu; or,  785-341-1737), or Dr. Robert C. Fry (  402-680-3799)

(b) (6)

(b) (6) (b) (6)







    

 

   
  

 	  	    
 	    

   	   
    

 	
  
  

   
   

    
    

   
 	    

                              

 
 

 

	  

     

	

   	
  

 
  
 
 

 

 
   
 
 
 
 
  
 








